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Gillespie Pilots Association Meeting
April 2024
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Gillespie Pilots Association
Meetings open to 

GPA Members and Guests Only
Welcome New Members – New pilots?3

3

April 2024 

GPA MEETING TODAY

BOS MEETING

CLASSIC AC DISPLAY 

4
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•  Classic Aircraft Display -0900-1000
•   What’s left in your Wallet? (AvGas )

•   GPA Webcam – to FAA Weathercam – Jim Gombold
•   Fly Friendly SoCal 

•   Annual GPA Finance Report
•  GFDC – Report – Chairwoman Phyllis Trombi

•   BOS Meeting Wednesday – 5-year Lease extension

• Laura Beth & Nathan Moses - Missionary flying

•  Redbird Annual Flying Survey

•  KSEE Airport Manager’s Report 

•  Raffle drawing…
• 1-hour instruction in Redbird full motion simulator

• Breslin Aviation
• 10 gallons of avgas from Golden State Aviation

5

April 6  GPA Meeting Agenda

5

GPA Calendar February

Historic Aircraft Display
Phyllis Trombi
Gillespie Pilots Association

Normal Rules!
• Display during GPA meetings
• Sign-off available following meeting
• Pick up paperwork after the meeting

6
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GPA Classic AC Display

Historic Aircraft Display Days & 
Dates Now Available for all SoCal

List of all Display Dates in 
Southern California as of  
Posted
• GPA Facebook page
• GPA Website
• Compliments of Fred Fong
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Gone West GPA/AAA Member Len Buckel
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19XX - 2024
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Your GPA President…
          - for now...

My 1979 Cessna TR-182
Captain Denny Breslin

9

9
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Safe Air 727 runs off 
the end of the runway 
in Malakai, and runs 
into a DC-9 that ran 
off the same runway 
last month!!!

Oh, and Air France 
pilots are going on 
strike to protest the 
proposed law 
against striking

News You Can Use

10
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News You Can Use

Icon Files for 
CHAPTER 11 
BANKRUPTCY!

...just as VAN’s 
come out!
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Captain Rick Fordem 
sent us this picture 
from his last FEDEX 
flight

13

2024 GPA Officers

Denny Breslin President

Leslie Day  Vice President

Wes Morris Secretary

Doug Ferry Treasurer

Rick Fordem Immediate Past President*

Bill Allen GPA Board

Tom D'Amico GPA Board

Jim Gombold GPA Board/Webmaster*
Immediate Past President*  not electable office

14
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GPA Dues Due for 2024 

• Pay $20 at the Meeting – or - 
• Pay online at our website:

www.gillespiepilotsassociation.org/gpa-membership
16

16

Donuts…

Airplanes are 
powered by 
carbohydrates!
…compliments of GPA

Thanks, Phyllis Trombi- for making the coffee!
Thanks, Wes Morris for those donuts!

Bet you didn’t know…

17
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GPA on Facebook
• Pictures
• Dialog
• Announcements
• Sharing

18
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GPA EMAILS: ANNIE H THINKS THEY ARE ABUSIVE!

GPA EMAILS: WHERE IN THE WORLD DO THEY GO?

19
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GPA Raffle –
Thanks to sponsors & donors!

1 hour of simulator instruction in 
Redbird Full Motion Simulator

10 Gallons of Aviation Fuel

$1 - One ticket – 
$5 – 7 tickets

Who was winner in March?

20

20

Redbird makeover 
complete!

21

The Redbird has been Recombobulated

Redbird Simulator 
Reposition and upgrade

21
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• KSEE       $6.69 - $7.09
• KMYF       $7.80
• KSAN  $9.15
• KRNM $6.25
• KSDM       $5.26
• KCRQ  $8.63
• F70 $5.79
• KOKB $5.83
• L08            $5.46

Prices just keep going
 up and down!

What’s (left) in your wallet? (4/4/24)

April Ave: $6.46

22

March Ave: $6.35
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GPA Website
Webcam – weather

Fly Friendly SoCal – Noise Abatement

23
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GPA Webmaster 
 – Capt. Jim Gombold

Check our website, Kemosabes...

GPA Website

24

Jim has submitted our proposal to be an official
FAA weathercam
• MOU signed and submitted

24
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KSEE FAA Weathercam
Thanks to our webmaster 
Captain Jim Gombold

25

https://www.gillespiepilotsassociation.org/
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G
PA

 W
ebcam

Friday afternoon 17:35 pm 26
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Gillespie Pilots Association Webcam

27
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Gillespie Pilots Association Webcam

28

KSEE Webcam – Thursday 3-14 weather
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Time-lapse view

KSEE Webcam – Time-Lapse Monday March 18

30

Fly Friendly SoCal 
SoCal Noise Abatement Effort...

31
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Gillespie Pilots good-neighbor noise 
abatement

32

The Fly Friendly Pledge

Fly safely first, observing all FAA Regulations.
Learn where the noise-sensitive areas are around all airports where 

operations are conducted, and avoid them as much as possible.
Learn about and follow the noise abatement procedures at all 

airports where operations are conducted.
Follow the Fly Friendly guidelines for each airport where operations 

are conducted, not just our own.
Commit to having the lowest impact on all neighborhoods we fly over.

Educate other pilots about the Fly Friendly Pledge

Take the Pledge here

33

https://flyfriendlysocal.com/pledge/
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KSEE and KMYF

SoCal Airports with noise policy

34

Clicking the link on each 
airport opens the noise 
abatement policy for that 
airport…

35
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Brought to you by the 
neighbor-friendly pilots at 
the Gillespie Pilots 
Association!

36

GPA Financial Report
2023 Year End Report

37

1/1/2023-
Category 12/31/2023

INCOME
    Donation Received 965.29
    Dues 2,493.44
    Interest 3.83
    Raffle 1,154.00
    TOTAL INCOME 4,616.56

EXPENSES
    Fly-in
        Expenses 334.16
        TOTAL Fly-in 334.16
    Post Office Box 194.00
    Promotion 215.64
    Refreshments 637.15
    Software 46.49
        Mailing List 53.00
        Presentation 214.89
        TOTAL Software 314.38
    Web Hosting
        Hardware 592.63
        Internet Provider 650.00
        Internet Registration 66.47
        Web Site Software 638.06
        TOTAL Web Hosting 1,947.16
    TOTAL EXPENSES 3,642.49

OVERALL TOTAL 974.07

GPA Income Expense - Last year
1/1/2023 through 12/31/2023

4/4/2024 Page 1

Income:  $4616.56
Expenses: $3642.49
Excess:  $  974.07

37
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GPA Financial Report: 
2024 Year-to-Date

38

Income:  $1019.89
Expenses: $ 951.10
Excess:  $   68.79

1/1/2024-
Category 4/4/2024

INCOME
    Donation Received 39.12
    Dues 787.68
    Interest 0.09
    Raffle 193.00
    TOTAL INCOME 1,019.89

EXPENSES
    Donation Given 35.00
    Refreshments 115.12
    Software 92.98
    Web Hosting
        Web Site Software 708.00
        TOTAL Web Hosting 708.00
    TOTAL EXPENSES 951.10

OVERALL TOTAL 68.79

GPA Income Expense - Year to Date
1/1/2024 through 4/4/2024

4/4/2024 Page 1

38

Next Gillespie Field Development Council (GFDC) meeting:
Wed, May 15 @ 6 p.m.
• El Cajon City Council Chambers 
• 200 Civic Center Way, El Cajon
• PHYLLIS TROMBI– Chairman 2024

ALL GPA members should attend these meetings!
39
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Gillespie Field Development Council
GFDC Members – Chairwoman Trombi 2024
•Chairman 2024:     Phyllis Trombi term expires 12/7/2025

• Bob Davison -   term expires   1/31/2027
• James Sly -  term expires       8/6/2027
• Wheeler North term expires   6/13/2027
• Barry Bardack- term expires    6/25/2024
• Each serves a 4-year term
• GFDC meets every other month
• Terms are staggered to ensure rotation consistency

Next Meeting is Wed May 15

40

Five-year Lease extension up for BOS vote April 10

• Motion passed GFDC – 
scheduled April 10 Supervisors 
Meeting
• Agenda Item #6

• Wednesday

41

AGENDA ITEM #6

41
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Five-year Lease extension up for BOS vote April 10

• April 10 Supervisors Meeting
• Agenda Item #6 Consent Items

42

AGENDA ITEM #6

42

43

Lease extension acceptance periods:
• Within 6 months: we ask that stakeholders let us know whether or not they will accept the 5-year 

lease extension offer.
• Assuming Board approval on April 10th, the deadline will be October 10, 2024. 

• Within 12 months: stakeholders will need to sign the lease amendment for the extension to take 
effect.

• Assuming Board approval on April 10th, the deadline will be April 10, 2025.

• Working Families Ordinance (WFO):
• Compliance with WFO will be included in all 5-year lease extensions.
• What elements are impactful to our stakeholders?

• Lessee having 20 or more employees (W2 or 1099)
• Lessee completing a capital project of over $1,000,000, or single trade of $25,000
• If these two factors apply to the stakeholder, WFO applies and requires prevailing wage for 

contractors

• Property Tax Assessments: Assured no re-assessment 

Five-year Lease extension up for BOS vote April 10

43
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A little Blue Angels Girl Action... 
Watch the “slot” pilot – Lt Amanda Lee...

44

44

‘Blue Angels’ Trailer: 
Glen Powell- Documentary 
Doing Flyby On Imax Screens 
Ahead Of Prime Video Debut

45

A brand-new documentary featuring 
never-before-seen footage of the Blue 
Angels will be on the big screen in May.

The Blue Angels will be shown exclusively 
in IMAX theaters on May 17th.

45

https://www.imax.com/


4/6/24

23
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SDCC Aviation –
Missionary Track

47

Laura-Beth (Gathman) Moses and Nathan Moses 
• Graduated from San Diego Christian College
• Gained experience as a flight instructor and Part 135 pilot in Alaska
• Accepted by Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Nampa ID
• Trained for mission overseas – 

• Deputation
• Language
• Aircraft

• Stationed in Papua Indonesia

47
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Question of the day...

51

51
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And the survey said...

52

49% - Of course

23% - Ugh – it depends....

16% - Reluctantly

12% - No!

52

53
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Noise Complaints 
January 2024

Total Complaints: 82
Total Households: 6

COMPLAINTS BY TIME PERIOD
7 AM to 10 PM = 0

10:01 PM to 6:59 AM = 0

Legend
(# Complaints)
(# Households)

75
1

2
1

0

Note- figures based on complaints received by the
County of SanDiego Airports.

0

1
1

2
1

0 0
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Noise Complaints 
February 2024

Total Complaints: 70
*Total Households: 6

COMPLAINTS BY TIME PERIOD
7 AM to 10 PM = 0

10:01 PM to 6:59 AM = 0

* One complaint was received outside of noise 
grid

Legend
(# Complaints)
(# Households)

0

2

66
2
1

Note- figures based on complaints received by the
County of SanDiego Airports.

56

www.sdcountyairports.com

Interested in providing input, email:
Cathe.johnson@sdcounty.ca.gov

57
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www.sdcountyairports.com

Interested in providing input, email:
Cathe.johnson@sdcounty.ca.gov

58

TheState of
Flight
Training

2024Survey and Report

60
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How Busy Were You as a DPE in 2023? Median Applicants in 2023

245 Full Time DPE

130 Part Time DPE

DesignatedPilotExaminers

48%

32%

16%

4%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Waitlist Very

DPEs
Moderately Not Very Hardly Flying

State of Flight Training 2024
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State of Flight Training 2024
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Median Cost Median Weeks

State of Flight Training 2024

7
1

TotalTime&CosttoComplete

71

FTOReported First-Time Pass Rate

CFI Reported First-Time Pass Rate

DPEReported First-Time Pass Rate

85%

State of Flight Training 2024

7
3

77%

78%

First-TimeCheckridePassRate
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PrimaryReasonforCheckrideFailure
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Piloting Skill Training Oversight ADM Knowledge - Inflight Knowledge - Ground

State of Flight Training 2024

7
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I wasn’t given a copy

Yes – 17%

No – 32%

I was given a copy

Yes – 38%

I’m Not Sure – 13%

DidYourCFIUseaSyllabus?

State of Flight Training 2024

7
6
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Next GPA Meeting:   May 4

• NEXT GPA MEETING 

96

96

Raffle Drawing today!

Winners receives either:
• Free hour in the Redbird 

simulator Breslin Aviation
• 10 gallons of gas from 

Golden State Aviation
• IFR or VFR Certification 

from Neal Aviation 98

98
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So if you’re like 
me, and 
sometimes find 
yourself a little 
high on final…

…maybe consider 
some training!

99

99

New Business?

•Comments?
•Suggestions?
•Thank you for your patience…
•ADIOS!

100

100
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So long, farewell – see you in May…

102

102


